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Proverss VIII. xix. 


My Fruit is better than Gold, yea than fine Gold, and 
“my Revenue than choice Silver. i 


RR — KX LT HOU GH unhappy man, while ander — 
taper the prevalency of ise ee tafte and dif- 
1% A 21 pofition, is contrary to God, and difaffedted 
xe re é } to his character and government ; yet toa 
mm well-difpofed mind, there appears the great- 

eft beauty, wifdem and excellency in the 
divine conduct. “The confammate work of providence, 
and the moral government of the world, are the ways 
in which the divine’ charaéter is made manifeft. But — 
how little foever, the calm, uniform courfe of provi- 
dence, may affed the carelefs and inattentive; yet a 
Weries of {uch Jlarming events, as we {ee in thefe years, 
(the divine patronage of rights and liberty, oa 
‘ i f Lok wt 


& 


re 


ral i eS Crate as OSes Me 1 vs = ier 


6 An Ekétin SERMON. 
with the furprifing fteps by which thi, noblefcaufe has 


been refcued, even to this day,) ftand as a convincing 
proof of the wifdom and goodnefs of the divine go- . 


-vernment ; which may well ferve to fix the refolution 


of every fober mind, to truft in the Lord of Hofts ; 
—well might David fay, “© The Lord reigns, let the 
«« earth rejoice.” A facred regerd to the Deity, with 


_ fuch feligious fentiments, as reafon aided by revelation 


will approve, cannot fail of producing the happieft 
fruits in life, and laying a folid foundation for blefied- 
nefs in the future world—How great is the folly of 
fuch as fay unto God, “ Depart from us, for we de= 


_« fire not the knowledge of thy ways?” Whether 


we confider ourfelves as members of civil or religious 
focieties—religion, in its happy fruits, will effect hare 


‘mony, good order and loyalty. Since we are called to 


act our part, in various characters and capacities in 
life ; and pure benevolence (in which true virtue con= 


 fifts) muft be the leading principle ; what can_ better 


become us, or form a more lafting foundation for ufe- 


fulnefs, than a diligent and faithful attendance on the 


duties of our calling ?—‘ Wherein a man is called, 


_« therein let him abide faithfully with God.” A due 


attendance on perfonal duties, muft render men zealous 
worthippers of God, and followers of the lamb ; how- 
ever dignified or depreffed among.men. And the like 


attention to relative duties, muft exemplify juftice, 


temperance, chaftity, benevolence, and every focial vir- 
tue :—How would fuch a lovely conduét, garnith the 
body politick, adorn every fociety, and happify the 
humane race? The apoftle directsto the like conduct, 

wee Rom. 
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Rom. 12. 6,7, 8. Having gifts differing according to 
the grace that is. given to us, whether propbefy, let us © 
propaely according to the proportion of faith, or minifiry, 
let us wait on our minifiring ; or be that teacheth, on 
teaching ; or be that exborteth, on exbortazion ; be that 
giveth, let him do it with fimpliity; be that ruleth, 
with diligence; be that fheweth mercy, with chearfulnefs. 
And fince no -gifts are granted, no talents betrufted 
with us, but what are defigned for improvement, to 
good and valuable purpofes ; care muft be exercifed, 
that none be neglected or bafely perverted.—In order 
to which, it feems needful that men well underftand | 
the duty of their refpedtive relations, —— the nature and | 
extent of the offices and capacities they fuftain,— leaft 
fome precious talent be neglected, or fair opportunity 
of doing good be left unimproved ; or our brother's 
province be trefpafied. upon. Irregular and inordinate 
Zelf-love, and private intereft, have fo much the domi- 
nion in the heart, and fo various is the tafte and tem- 
pers of men, that unlefs true benevolence, and public 
dpuit prevent, there is eminent danger that private intereft 
will be purfued, at the expence, or built on the ruins 
of the public weal. It well becomes members of com- 
qunities to remember, that then do they beft ferve 
their own intereft, when in proper ways they befriend’ 
‘the public good. But among proud, depraved, apoftate 
creatures, what happy expedient can be found, to bring 
this tc pafs? We enjcy all the glorious privileges of 
the gofpel of Chrift ; and all imaginable civil privile- 
ges; the ‘reefi ftate, and happieft conftitution ; (which 
heaven grant to the laft pofterity: ) Yet all prove 
m <3 ineffectual _ 
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ineffeCtual to thofe glorious purpoies.-— 910° ' how ig 
the gofpel abufed ! the civil iword siefp.- 
ties and privileges perverted ; our “public  vnarned) 


and God provoked to jealoufy ? Hence pubic criamie 
ties, and wafting judgments are threatned. Cuan there 


be a fafe refuge, a fovereign remedy prefcribed ? I pre-. 


fume, men who will a& the moft friendly part to thems 


- felves or the public, will gladly embrace it. 


is this is prefented in the words to be confidered; 


In which the pious prince perfonates wifdom.—By 
which (he being his own expofitor) we are to under-~ 


-ftand the fear of the Lord, which is the beginning’ 


of wifdom. : . 
Wispdom here may be taken for Chrift, who is the wif~' 


_ dom of God, and the power of God, crying aloud to man, 


by the prophets, and apoftles, his word, and providence, 
Or it may be taken for the benefits of his purchafe appli- 
ed : which in a word, implies the being, and happy fruits 
of true religion. Now thisis recommended tous,byits pre~ 
cious qualities, enriching tendency, and happifying fruits. 
For by me kings reign, and princes decree juftice. By 
me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the ~ 
Earth. Riches and honour are with me, yea durable 


riches and righteoufnefs : My fruit is better than gold, 


and my revenue than choice filver. Worthy of the’ 

higheft efteem, of the moft honourable, while the meaneft 

peafant is bid welcome to intimacy with it. 

_ Hence agreeable to the words of Solomon, and this’ 

folemn occafion ; I fhall attempt to exhibit to view, the: _ 
ae excellent 
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excellent nature, the happy tendency, and lovely fruits, 
of true religion. 
Every caule is beft known by its effects : the tree 
by its fruits ; and the excellent nature and tendency of 
true religion, by its revenues. Now thefe are more 
precious than gold ; yeathanmuch fine gold. True wifdom 
muft be moft excellent and enriching, which produceth 
{uch fruits, and entitles to fuch revenues. It betrays a 
degenerate foul, ignorant both of the fcripture and the 
' power of God, to place it in the produéts of nature, 
or empty imagination, dry jejune external morality, or 
in an empty profeflion, crying Lord, Lord, or yet ina 
firm per{wafion, and felf-exalting confidence, that héa- 
ven is our own. ‘The efforts of nature ae it. 
is) can never produce this pearl of great price. all 
we (while. we can exercife reafon, or fee by the light 
of revelation) ever be induced to believe, that the 
heaven-born foul, who is taught of God,’ and formed 
after the divine image, and made an heit of God, and 
joint-heir with Jefus Chrift, thall in no refpeéts excel 
Seneca, or furpafs the grovelling low-lifed pharifee ? 
God forbid that the glorious gofpel of grace fhould be 
perverted, and proftituted to the vileft purpofes ! even 
to elate the pride of the heart,. magnify -felf-fuflicieney, 
and difhonour the divine Redeemer. - 
Tue religion of the golpel, the wifdom which -is 
true and genuine, fhall be recommended ; not by the 
needlefs ufe of panegyricks and high encomiums ; but 
merely by expofing its native beauties, and attractive 
charms. It is well known, by all acquainted with it, 
to be of a divine nature, and original, confifting in-a 
B real 
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real efflux, and communication from God ; forming a 
new and divine nature and principle of life, in the 
foul ; conforming the mind, as to its temper, ends and 
intereft, to the moral image of God. It confifts in 
undefiling and purifying the heart : undoing what fin 
has done: fo that we come to have the fame mind in 
us which was alfo in Jefus Chrift. In the truly gra- 
‘cious foul, the divine Spirit not.only a¢ts upon, or in 
an ineffable manner influences, but communicates of 
his own nature, to the foul; fo that we are made 
partakers of his holinefs—Which fummarily confifts 
in benevolence :—a new f{piritual fenfe and tafte is for- 
med in the foul, which lays a happy foundation for 
real delight, true and fubftantial pleature ; in pleafing 
God, and communing with him. Pride, lufts, and 
impure defires, are all mortified ; the foul commenceth 
new -life, acts from anew nature, from new motives, 
and. to new ends. In a-word, the foul is (to ufe the 
apoftle’s words) created a new in Chrift Jefus : all old 
things are done away ; all things are become new. 
The fame faculties phyfically confidered remain, but are 
morally changed. By which means the right obje@t of 
full. contentment, is found : in which the foul centers, 
the will fixes, and the affections terminate ; for which 
I appeal to the facred.volume, .Pfal. 73. 25. Whom 
have £ in heaven but thee, and there. is none upon the 
earth I dejire befide thee.—Except ye are led by the Spirit 
of Chrift, ye are none of his. Hereby the foul is raifed 
to its proper dignity, employed in its proper exercife, 
and fatisfied with its proper obje&t. So Chrift intimates 
to the woman of Samaria. He that drinketh of the 
water I foall give him, foall never thirft, ‘ 
UT 
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But péradventure it would be more agreeable, to 
_dwell upon the bleffed tendency, and happy fruits of 
real grace. But however pleafing the attempt may be, 
it openeth fo large a field, I may take but a partial 
furvey. Here it maybe obferved ; that if divine grace 
conforms the foul to God, and fubdues whatever is con- 
trary to the divine will, the ‘confequence will be, 
whatever the foul finds to be the divine pleafure, (fo 
far as it is of a gracious tafte) it ftands ready, in a free, 
voluntary manner, to comport with, in practice ; from 
the tendency of a divine principle.. No longer is it led 
by a fervile mercenary {pirit: neither by flavifh fears 
of penal evil, or hopes of honour among men : not 
the force of law, fo much as divine love, inclines the 
heart to obedience. True religion effects a lovely har- 
mony, between difpofition and duty. ‘ If ye love me 
« keep my commandments.” 

Men may abound in external duty, and remain utter 
ftrangers to the fpirit of true obedience. If there be 
no divine principle there can be no divine fruits. But 
to the happy men, who are replenithed. with true 
wifdom ; the ways of wifdom are ways of pleafant- 
nefs, and all her paths are peace. This lays a happy 
foundation for undifturbed peace ; it calms every rifing 
ftorm. Great peace have thofe who love thy law : it admi- 
nifters foul-fupporting cordials in days of adverfity.— 
When we are fed with its bread, and the watets of 
affliction are wrung out to us: do we fee dark and 
threatning ftorms arife ; are we threatned with the 
‘lofs of liberty, with fervitude, vaffallage and flavery ? 
is the rod of oppreflion ready to fall upon us, and 

: are 
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ate we alarm’d with fears of evil, more to be dreaded 
than death ? are our bef days placed behind us, that 
we mut look back to behold them? ah, lamentable 
ftate ! the bitter fruit of cur own folly: 

.- Bur is there no foothing copfideration ? 1s there no 
balm in Gilead ?—The holy foul, dire€ted by heavenly 
wildom, may take fan@uary in God ; abide under the 
fhadow of the Almighty. Yea dwell in the. fecret 
place of the moft-high ; where no forms can approach 
us, or forrows over-whelm us :-—Or while the holy 
foul furveys Zion’s troubles, and beholds her whom he 
can never forget, all clad in fable attire, as wounded, 
proftrate on the earth, complaining that iniquity abounds, 


and the love of many waxes cold: that the ‘body of 


Chrit is rent, the church divided and difturbed, and 
the miniftration of the word. and ordinances of God 
blafted ; the dues of heaven witholden, and profanity 
abounding ; yea. the awful declerifion and apoftacy. of 
the times ; what an aftonifhing change in the ftate of 
religious affairs within a quarterofa century ? Here indeed 
the good man will drop a tear, and figh bitterly. But 
yet it comfort$ his heart that the Lord reigns, who is 
lis rock» and. fortrefs ; that he purfueth the wifeft 
plan, and will yet comfort Zion, and bring light out 
of darknefs, and direct every event to accomplith the 
benevolent purpofes of his heart. 
Divine: grace makes the foul patient in tribulation, 
humble in profperity, and fruitful in every good work; 
prepares it for death, and brings it finally to glory. 
" How happy a man is the fincere chriftian, whofe 
charaer implies. every perfonal, focial, and religious 
worth ? 
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worth ? For whatfoever things are pure, lovely, or of 
good report, all are included-in that grand and noble 
aggregate, The real chriftian ! Let us ail learn to make 
a facrifice of every with, when it RUNS COUNTER TO 
THE DIVINE PLEASURE, ; 

Bur we may further purfue the pleafing profpea, 
while we confider the happy tendency of vital piety, 
to heal the maladies, and rectify the diforders of the 
church of Chrift, in its prefent militant ftate. 

As religious focieties, bound in covenant to wore . 
Ship and walk with God, our firft and prime concern 
is with religion : that we pay our vows, and carefully 
imitate the example ef Chrift: that we love God, in 
a difinterefted and fuperlative manner, and our neigh- 
bour as our felves: and thus to do, is but to yield 
to, and follow the dictates of true wifdom. 

BroTuERLy love is fo effential to the character of a 
seal difciple of Chrift, that the apoftle faith, it was 
necdlefs for him to write to the church about it ; for 
ye are taught of God to love one another. How would 
this beautify the church ; heal all our divifions ; cool 
the heats, and calm the tempers of bigotted zealots ; 
whofe zeal is heat, without light ; a flow of paffions, 
without the light of reafon or revelation to direét them? 
Had wifdom its proper afcendency, how would con 
troverfies ceafe, and profeflors appear more folicitous 
to fee that they are found in the faith, than to prove 
their brother heterodox, or blaft their neighbour's 
character. “eg 

AGAIN, let us attend to the fruit of wifdom, as it 


tends to happify the civil ftate. Iam far from belie- 
C 
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wing, that dominion is founded in grace, that the-fear 
of the Lord intitles men to right, and authority to rule : 
though its fruits are more precious than gold, and its 
revenues than choice filver, civil power over the bodies 
and properties of men is*never to be reckoned among 
them.- ; 

DoMINION, Of right to rule, is evidently founded 
meither in mature or grace,*but compad@, and confe- 
deration-: antecedent whereto, one has no better right 
to--rule than another. -He that is born of God, is 
become fubje& to the King of kings: but has never 
the more power over his fellow creatures. Chrift tells 
ns, his kingdom is not of this world. Though di- 
vine grace is. an excellent qualification in him that 
tules, it is not that in which right to rule is\founded. 
Property is founded in nature: what is my ‘property 
ein never be the property of another man, fo long as 
it remains ming. None can have right to take pof- 
-fefion of another’s property, but by merit or compad,. 
and when in cither of thefe methods,. what was one 
man’s: property becomes another's due, it ceafeth to 
‘be his,. and becomes the property of another. When: 
we confider our felves as confederate fociety, fo much 
of perfonal property as is neceflary for the guod of 
the community, becomes due to the public, and fuch 
as are integetted with the public weal, have right to 
demand the public dues ; and no man is impoverifhed 
or injured: by it: but then this muft be done agree 
able to the general rules by which the fociety-or coms 
munity is conftituted, and its conveniency and real 
good is fecured : otherwife the conftitution is violated. 
we But 
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~—But who fhall judge in the cafe, or whether perfons © 
are holden to obey, when the cafe is apparent, I refer. 
to {tate politicians to determine. But thus far I may ® 
venture to fay, That no man ought 'to confider himfelf ° 
holden by confederation, to difburit property to the 
known injury of the public, or the fubyerfion of the 
conftitution : and whenever demands are made under. - 
fuch. circumftances, (which God grant may-never -be,® 
till the fun become black as fackcloth, and the moon °‘ 
as blood) let fuch as love flavery, hate the conftitus. 
tion, and delight in public ruin, plead for the doctrine 
of paffive obedience, and non-refiftance. W hat-are thes 
rules and maxims of the Englith free government, the» 
contents of magna charta, the {pecial. grants in colony~ 
charters, together with what meafures of adminiftration © 
are inconfiftent and fubverfive, has been repeatedly— 
difcufled in a public way. % 
Men are naturally: inclined) to. form themfelves into 
' fociety, and very great are the benefits of fo doing << 
without: which, neither life of property. would- be 
fafe. He who fhares in the benefits of civil fociety 
and government, is confederate, and bound: to obey= 
authority. And the authority of God takes place, and 
good. confcience require us to keep the, peace, and fubs* 
mit. to proper authority, fo long“ as the defignof® ~ 
government is inviolate. Rulers are minifters of God, 
for: good : He that refifteth the power, refifts thee 
ordinance of God. And: thus viewing the cafe, reli-? 
gion has much to do with the civil ftate ; and is neceflary= 
to its'well being. And accordingly the golpel injoins- 
upon us obedience-to the civil magiftrate,-and-exhibite/ 
ee G2. the 
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the true motives thereto. Hiftory informs us, that hea= 


_then ftates have found a neceflity to ufe the religious 


doctrine of a future ftate of rewards and punifhment : 
though they (as modern free-thinkers fuggeft of the 
chriftian magiftrate) ufed it only as ftate policy. Perhaps 
there never was a ftate managed with decorum without 
it ; unlefs a mere theocracy : and perhaps this exception 
is needlefs : fuch dominion has fin in the heart ; and 
fuch is the power of pride, and the impetuofity of 
lufts, and fo are men in love with fupremacy, that had 
they nothing to fear but whips, fines, and imprifon- 
ment, they would not by thefe be reftrained from 
atrocious and horrid outrage : of this we can no longer 
doubt, who fee what blackened, inhumane deeds are 
committed among us, who enjoy both the gofpel of 
Chrift, a chriftian magiftracy, and the greateft civil 
privileges, and the beft body of laws. If there be not 
fomething internal, all external meafures will prove 
ineffectual. 

Bur may I hope for your patience, while we further 


- view the bleffed tendency of vital piety to happify the 


civil ftate ? in that it would dire@ly tend to curtail and 
moderate the abounding extravagancy of the prefent 
age. Whatever is expended, not for decency, health, 
or duty, but to gratify pride, and a modith tafte, ferves 


“to impoverifh the ftate, to beggar families, and multiply 


bankrupts, and numberlefs needlefs law-fuits, with all 
the train of evils that follow. Now had men the fame 
mind which was in Chrift, all thofe evils would fub- 
fide, and yirtue, induftry, frugality, and temperance 
take place. »Godlinefs with contentment is the greateft 
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gain. But to proceed to matters of awful importance; = 
true wifdom in its fruits, and happy tendency, would © 
either prevent all occafion of complaints, or compofe — 
the minds, and calm the tempers of murmuring com= 
plainers, and malecentents, in the ftatez 

As there is lamentable evidence, by facts, and ob- 
férvation, that in the beft regulations and mildeft govern- 
ament, unreafonable men will take occafion to complain - 
without caufe ; fo it had been happy had there never 
been real occafion, and moving caufe of complaint, 
and bitter grievance. But whether with or without 
ecaufe, there has been almoft incefflant complaints in — 
fucceffion. I will go no further back than the timies 
of general complaints, of a finking, depreciating me- 
dium of trade ; which are too recent to be forgotten. 
And no fooner were thefe abated, but the calamities 
of a bloody fcene took place ; whereby our treafures 
were exhauited, taxes run high, and numberlefs lives loft, 
and the morals of the youth forely corrupted. And 
when this ftorm abated, we were ready to promife 
our felves a golden era ; when peace, - plenty, 
and tranquility. would fucceed. And confidering the 
glorious fuccefs of the Britifh and American arms, how 
the enemy were vanquifhed by fea and land ; and > 
‘what advantages providence placed in the hands of Great 
Britain, to difenable an invidious foe to afford- future 
trouble, with at leaft a colour of reafon, we promifed 
our felves that our land fhould yet be Emanuel’s ; and 
remain an afylum for the oppreft; a land of peace 
and tranquility. But alas! the uncertainty of humane 
affairs, the weaknefs of humane profpects! the —_ 

as 
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“> has. prov’d the reverfe. When our expectations were 
= ‘raifed to the higheft pitch ; the-Britifh and American 
glory at the fummit : What is become of the advan- 
tages, fo lately in the nation’s hands? Ah, where is 


our peace and tranquility ? a finking medium was never 
_ more loudly complained of, than its {carcity | is now. — 
And to add to our diftrefs, trade, the only refource in* 


fuch cafe, incumbered, and in great meafure ruined. 


And unpayable duties enacted : and liberty, darling - 
liberty, and ineftimable privileges, which thete (elf-fettled 


colonies, (it is faid)' referved, as a. condition of fub- 
mitting to the Britifh crown, and hold as facred, and 


for which our pious anceftors left their native foil, 


and to tranfmit which to potterity, fuffered hardfhip, 
- poverty and death; liberty, for which we have. warred, 
and fuffered the lofs of blood and treafure. Hope in 
thefe days, appeared on the wing, ready to bid adieu, 
and leave us in thraldom, poverty and. bondage. » Hi- 
therto in fix troubles and feven, we have been deli- 


vered ; but now, good God! whither fhall we turn ?- 


ta bom fhall we look ?» Can we ftand as difinteref- 
~~ ted fpectafors, and fee the ruin of our ceuntry ? 
_ without a tear, without a dying ftruggle : If I am 
| unable to govern the tender paflion, let the nature of 
the cafe apologize. Can any born among us, nourifhed 
and carefled in a free air, put toan impious hand to 
urge on ruin ?. and can fuch be owned a friend: to his 
country, or to filthy lucre only ? with whom juftice 

_ permits me to rank, fuch as crofs_ the atlantic, to 
import epifcopal tyranny, ‘and fich oo Teas > as our 
predeceffors fled hither to efcape. ; ; 
Now 
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Now in all our complaints and remonftrances (I am 
forry to have occafion to fay it) I am fearful we have 
not been directed by wifdom, nor attended to the true 
caufe: but rather. overlook’d the main point. There 
~ has been very grievous complaints, of oppreffion, 
tyranny, and corrupt and defigning minifiry : And 
of home bred abettors of tyranny, and well -wifhers 
to the late regulations. But however juft this may 
be, are we not reproved as. Job was, in thofe words, 
They cry out by reafon of opprefion, but none faith, 
where 1s God my maker who giveth Jougs in the night. 
Though we have feen much, have we feen enough 
in the cafe ? Who is the moral governor «of the 
world? Is there not a caufe? Is there any ‘evil in. 
the city, which the Lord has not done? Have. 
-we been fuitably humble under frowns, deeply fenfible 
ef our fin, and contempt of gofpel grace, and kiffed 
the fon left he be angry, and put on fackdloth ? 
judged, and condemned. ourfelves ?—for verily it is our 
iniquities, which have feparated us from God, and. 
-the {miles of his providence. Methinks at leaft we 
might have as good a degree of fenfibility, as Saul 
had, after God had rejected him, who- could fayy I 
have finned, and done foolifhly.—When the king of 
Babylon plundered the city and temple of Jerufalem, 
and captivated the people of God, God ufed him as 
his rod, to punifh the fins of, Ifrael. Now how 
pitiful had been the cafe, if Hirael_ had attended to 
nothing in their troubles, but the ipridemaad tyranny 
of their conqueror? and how lamentabheasour fiate, 
if we fee not the rod, nor the hand that- has ap- 
_ pointed 
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pointed it.—Now had we been wife, we had either 
never provoked God to fuch ufe of feverity : or have. 
conducted quite differently under it : and learnt more 
fenfibly, how evil and bitter a thing it is to fin 
vagainft God. Yea we might take fanctuary in God. 
Such people are prepared for every event. All fhall 
work for the good of fuch. Whatever difficulties 
attend church or ftate, people of this character may 
rejoice that God reigns, and will defend Zion, and 
plead her cautfe. 
Bur having tried your patience fo long already, 
I will mention but one more of the glorious fruits 
of true wifdom, viz. It will fpirit rulers to faithful~ 
nefs, not only in making good and wholfome laws, 
but alfo in nominating faithful men to execute them. 
The moft elaborate, falutary body of laws, will ne- 
| ver avail to the health and welfare of the ftate, unlefs 
they are properly executed. And there is little hope 
of this, unlefs it be committed to faithful men. 
| Goop rulers, who fear God, will attempt to effect 
. God’s defign in thetr preferment : which the divine 
oracle informs us, is the good of the people: They 
are minifters of God for good. And from the fame 
_ principle people will lead a quiet and peaceable life, 
in all godlinefs and honetfty. Where people are vo= 
luntary in doing well, coercive meafures are needlefs. 
. True religion will give rulers pleafure in gently holding 
the reins of government ; and difpofe people to practice 
-holinefs ip r of God,  Godlinefs with con- 
«© tentm "great gain.” gs eee wee pies 
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- _ «= Fuus we. have taken a fummary imperfee account 
of the excellent nature, and inriching revenues, of 
true wifdom. And omitting all practical inferences, 
I may add nothing more, but only. in few words to 
addrefs myfelf, with all humility, to his honour the 
governor, the deputy-governor, and the honorable 
general affembly. oe 


. -May it pleafe your honours, and you honorable 
gentlemen, in ordinary circumftances, to dictate or 
prefcribe to your fagacious minds, might excite con- 
cioufnefs. of too great a degree of aflurance : But fince 
in prefent circumftances, an attempt of fuch a nature 
is an act obedience ; I have the more reafon to hope 
you will fuffer me ‘to intimate a few'things. 
It is with the utmoft propriety, that the impor- 
tant affairs of this day be opened with a. folemn 
act of divine worfhip. From whence can the poli- 
tician go, to the arduous affairs of government, which 
befure in the prefent day of tumult requireth cool- 
nefs, deliberation, and - facred regard to the deity, 
better than from the houfe of God, where we have 
not only fupplicated for mercy, but had the nature 
of true religion opened, and the fruits of wifdom 
exhibited to view? How happy’ for the foul replen- 
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ances of affairs, and’ peculiarly in prefent fituation, 
wifdom will be of excellent fervice to you. IT need 
not intimate your mortality, that you muft die ike 
‘other men : that’your honour and’ dignity will prove 
no fecurity to you: The time is approaching, when — 
your honour muft be covered in ‘duft, and your 
fituation be on a level with the meaneft peafant. The 
fevere and awful frown of heaven upon the nation 

~ and land, in the removal of the duke of Cumberland, 

‘ an. amiable prince ; a father to the poor ; aufpicious 
to Englifh liberty, and a fat friend to the good of 
the colonies : together with ‘the death of prince Fre- 
iderick William, a lovely ‘member of the royal family, 
Of late has cloathed multitudes in fable attire ; ‘and 
may well remind all, what will be the ftate of ‘the 
fabrick when the pillars are removed. Thefe, together 
with a recent: inftance of mortality, in one of your 
number, a ufeful ‘member of the honorable ‘council,. 
no doubt has fenfibly reminded your honours of your 
own mortality. ~ 
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I swAzz not trouble your honours, by. urging any 
alteration of, or addition to. the religious conftitution | 
of the colony. We have not a with, that men may 
be compelled by law, to fupport a religion’ from which 
they foberly diflent. The act of toleration is to the 
honour of the nation. If diffenters here would impofe 
fuch taxes on fuch as foberly diffent from us, they 
forget their brethren. at home ; and the apoftle’s juit. 
remark——Therefore thou art tnexcufable, O man, for thou 
avho judgeth doft the fame things.— 5a 

Bur though I have not the vanity to prefcribe laws, 
or teach your honours the art of ruling, yet we ears 
neftly intreat the utmoft. exertion of your syifdom, to 
protect and prolong “our tranquility ; our civil and re> 
ligious- hberties, . privileges. and conftitution : And that 
the feminary of learning, fo much the glory of the 
colony, may be fupported,: and continue the. iubject of 
your patriotick care—-That peculiar care may be ex- 
ercifed in the appointment of executive authority : 
in order that we may be governed by your hws, 
And we hope that in this-day of tryal and exercile, _ 
the ufyal chambering and wantonnefs, in the view of 
the honorable aflembly, may no more give counte- 
nance to, of patronize the like mifufe of time and 
treafures, in any part of the colony. Se ne le 

FINALLY, may heaven grant, whoever fhall fillthe ~ 
chair, or affift in council, may have an heart truly | 
wife, be cordiz se lord and bis church, ong 
patriots to, tb a ee oe 
e amodeft ie to attempta brief addrefe 
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Reverenp fathers, and dear brethren ;~ 

Tue imperfe& account we have heard of the ge- 
muine nature and happy fruits of wifdom, may ferve 
to bring to mind, in a fenfible and affecting manner, 
_ the great honour which the glorious head of the 
church has conferred upon us, in the bleffed office 
and employment he has affigned to us ; even to open 
to view the nature of religion, and by every proper 
. motive, to perfwade men to be wife ; knowing the 
terrors of the Lord, we perfwade men. The defiga 
of our facred office is of fuch vaft importance, and fo , 
‘dire@tly tends to do honour to Chrift, to happify men, 
to build up Zion, and do good to the civil ftate ; 
wherein we have fo glorious an opportunity to do good 
in an extenfive way, that we may think our {felves. 
happy in the utmoft exertion of our powers, and im-. 
provement of our talents in fo noble a caufe, whatever: 


we fuffer- therein. 


Wuire with a jut and becoming fenfe of the: 
worth of immortal fouls, the importance of eternal 
“life, the glorious fulnefs and fufficiency of Chrift, and 
the perillous ftate of the irregenerate ; we account 
not even our life dear to us, but willingly fpend, and 
_ be fpent, in imitation of the great apoftle of the 
‘Gentiles, who laboured, ftriving according to the 
‘power of God, which wrought in him mightily. ; 
I can fenfibly fympathife with you, in the tryals 
which are common to our calling and: charaéter : but 
the memorable words of Chrift, may well qui 
- impatient frame; ‘it is inicio for the difc: 
“be as his lord.” ae see 
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Pernaps we never faw the day in which there 
was a louder call to painful exertion, to be prudent, 
wile, fteady, -refoiute, and zealous,’ in preaching (not. 
ourfelves, but) Chrift Jefus the Lord. The enemies 
of religion abound, and the love of many waxes cold. 
May the Lord direct us, and divine grace {upport us, 
for we are fent as fheep among wolves. But lo, faith 
Chrift, I am with you to the end of the world.—If 
we may be fo happy as to confront and confute the 
prevailing herefy of the day ; and make a noble ftand 
againft error; convince gain-fayers, alarm the fecures 
edify, comfort, and feed the theep of Chrift’s fold, 
we fhall have the pleafure and honour to pleafe God, 
advance the Redeemer’s kingdom, and of doing the 
moft important fervice to the civil ftate. And I ima- 
‘gine we fhall act but a decent part, in leading our 
re{pective congregations, in afcribing glory to . Gods. 
that our civil and religious liberties and__ privileges. 
have been fo long continued ; amd that there is any. 
grounds to hope for future enjoyment : foras cold: water 
is to the thirfty foul, fo is good news froma far country.* __ 

Bur it is. more than ‘time that I conclude witha ~ 
brief addrefs to this numerous congregations 

GENTLEMEN and BRETHREN, . 

SurreR me to take this opportunity, from pure © | 
benevolence, and an heart maftered with a tendes 
concern for the good of my fellow men,—to recom-= 

mend 
_ * As we have had general inielligence, by private letters from merchan's ia 


London, of a new turn of affairs in parliament, in favor to the colonies, through = © 
dhe influence of mercaants; and efvecialty the unanfwerable and cogeat realene 


iogeof Mr. PI TT, of immortal memory in America. 
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mend to you an ardent, painful purfuit after true wif- 

dom, You have:eard fomething of its nature, and 
glorious fruits, more precious than “gold, yea than much 

fine gold: it is a bleffing of great importance in fuch 

a day as this; men greedy of gain, will do wifely 
~ to feck it in this way :1 never was .wifdom more 
“needed than.in our day, ‘whether it be underftood in 
a theological, philofophical, ,or -political . fenfe :—this 
: will enable us either to efcape calamities, or to be 
2 patient under them, and make the beft improvement 
— of them. 

_Propire who have no other pilot but intereft, 
_faney,:and humor, while they are crofs’d in their 
' defigns, and prefs’d with perplexing-difficulties ; while 
aletheir attention is engaged to efcape Scilla, areig 
“danger of falling into Charibdis. Suffer me then to 
urge it upon every age, f{ex, and denomination te 
make religion your firft and great care. o—~ Fhere are . 
many mexying™things which urge it upon us: The 
honour’ of: the Deity; the foul’s peace and fafety ; the 
. harmony and good order of ‘the church ; the cies 
- peace and -harmony~.of the ‘civil. community ; all call 

upon us to fearch for wifdom as for hidden treafure. 

"That we improve a golden {eafon, while our liberty 
— and privileges are ‘enjoyed, and divine patience is: ex- 
*ercifed, leaft (while with - Agag we promife our felves 
that the bitternefs of death is paft) we f@ abufe our 
Jiberties, and the divine benignity, as to occafion diftrefies 
which we can sncither efcape nor endure :. and. we 
mourn at Taft, when our flefh and our body are con~ 
fumed, and fay, How have we hated infngy 
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